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3 Elson Lane3 Elson Lane  
Skaneateles, NY 13152Skaneateles, NY 13152  

M O L L Y  E L L I O T T

MOLLY ELLIOTT NICK SINAY

Licensed Real Estate Sales

Person Office: 315-685-0111 x332

Cell: 315-730-1745

mollyelliott@howardhanna.com 

Licensed Real Estate Sales Person

Office: 315-685-0111 x332

Cell: 315-436-3496

nicholassinay@howardhanna.com 

skaneateles_molly_realtor mollyelliottrealtor.com sinayrealestate

© 2024 Molly Elliott. All rights reserved.

Top Howard Hanna Agent in Central NY: 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, and

2022, 2023 Call us for all your 2024 real estate needs.

$1,699,000$1,699,000  

$975,000 $775,000

$869,900 $750,000

$389,900 $1,299,900

$499,900

 F O R  S A L E  
1 Sachem  Dr

Skaneateles, NY 13152

S O L D  
6800 Swamp  Rd 
Auburn, NY 13021

 F O R  S A L E  
1541 E Lake  Rd

Skaneateles, NY 13152

 L I S T E D  &  S O L D  
9 Beach Rd      

Marcellus, NY 13108

F O R  S A L E  
4 Highland St 

Skaneateles, NY 13152

 F O R  S A L E  
46  Jordan   St

Skaneateles, NY 13152

S O L D  
4054 County Line

Skaneateles, NY 13152

$649,900

L I S T E D  &  S O L D  
77 E Genesee St  

Skaneateles, NY 13152

NEW PRICE
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To learn more about becoming an expert 

contributor, contact BVM at 

gesce@bestversionmedia.com 

or 315-436-7176.

O U R  T E A M  O F 

E x p e r t  c o n t r i b u t o r s

A r c h i t e c t s

t r a d e  d e s i g n
b u i l d
607-383-0557
info@tradedesignbuild.com
tradedesignbuild.com

A u t o m o t i v e  R e p a i r

a & k  e u r o w e r x 
l l c
315-474-0200
akeurowerx@gmail.com
www.akeurowerx.com

P e s t  C o n t r o l

J e n n i f e r 
S ava s t i n o 
Gannon Pest Control
315-454-8672
jennifer@gannonpestcontrol.com
gannonpestcontrol.com

R o o f i n g

A l e x 
A l l p o r t
Blue Collar Roofers
315-720-6665
bluecollarroofers@gmail.com
bluecollarroofers.net

S e n i o r  H o u s i n g

t h e  a t h e n a e u m  
o f  s k a n e a t e l e s
Peregrine Properties of  
Skaneateles, LLC
315-685-1400
peregrineseniorliving.com

at THE ATHENAEUM

LOOKING FOR A REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONAL YOU CAN TRUST?

Call Cheryl St. Fleur today for help with 
buying or selling your home.

Cheryl St. Fleur, Lic. RE Salesperson   (315) 283-4250   cheryllovesrealestate@gmail.com 

32 East Genesee Street, Skaneateles

315.454.2123 • syracusedrains.com

Slow, blocked drain? Sewer clog or 
back up? We’ll solve your drain and 
sewer problem fast. We clean and 
disinfect with no mess left behind.

Locally Owned & Serving Residents  
and Businesses in Onondaga County!

Syracuse’s MOST AFFORDABLE  
Drain Service Company

5 Star Rated Service Available 24/7

© Best Version Media
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P U B L I S H E R ’ S  L E T T E R

Dear Neighbors,

a
s we turn the page on summer and embrace the crisp 

air of autumn, Neighbors of Skaneateles o昀昀ers a fresh 
collection of stories to warm your heart and spark your 

imagination. Dr. Rebecca o昀昀ers some good advice on the “Gift 
of Autumns Pace”. Janice Wiles continues to educate us on 

“Rewilding, What is it? Why do we care?” More about nature 
with Nikki’s photo and statement about “The Plight of the 
Monarch” and Baltimore Wood’s Anna Stunkel’s talk about “New 
Beginnings on the Trails”. Read about the Hinna Family and the 
charitable work they do in our community. We say thank you to 

them! A great recipe idea to use up the last of those summer 

vegetables is o昀昀ered. The Skaneateles Police Department 
selected to be an Inaugural Member of the First Ever Law 
Enforcement Community Engagement Network.

Evan Whitney gets a few shots of this year’s JV and Varsity 
Soccer Team. Finally, you will smile when you see our Pet Star of 
the month, Sophie the Greeter Dog. I would like to announce the 

kicko昀昀 of the webpage and our Facebook page. Here we look 
back on some of our favorite articles of the past and update 
you on what our Neighbors are up to now. This is also a place 
where you can sign up to contribute stories or suggest people 

for future issues. It also provides an easy way to advertise in our 
magazine. Just go to www.neighborsofskaneateles.com and 

from there you can go to our Facebook Page. As always this is 
all made possible by our Great Sponsors who  

care enough about our community to  

show their support.

Until next month,

G r e g  E s c e
PUBLISHER

Neighbors of Skaneateles

4 | Neighbors of Skaneateles
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101 Bennett Road

Camillus, New York 13031

315-474-0200

Your European  
Vehicle Specialists!

10% OFF 
Your First Service!

O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Skaneateles Police Department is Selected to be 
Inaugural Member of the Nation’s First-Ever Law 
Enforcement-Community Engagement Network 

BY H E AT H E R  B R U N O  I N  A N  I N T E RV I E W W I T H  S K A N E AT E L E S  V I L L AG E  P O L I C E  C H I E F  

S C OT T H EG G E K L E ,  LO G O  BY S K A N E AT E L E S  V I L L AG E  P O L I C E  D E PA R T M E N T

S
kaneateles Police Department is 

proud to announce that it is one of 

a small group of agencies selected 

to participate in the 昀椀rst cohort of the Law 
Enforcement Community-Engagement 
Network (LECEN). 

The LECEN is a 昀椀rst-of-its-kind resource to 
support public safety professionals in the 

highly specialized community engagement 

sector. It provides them with access to best 
practices, peer support, industry expertise, 

and current research. The network is 
convened by MovementForward, Inc., 
a modern, inclusive social change 
organization working to protect, promote, 

and advance the civil and human rights of 
all people. 

“It is a great honor for our agency to be 
recognized by a national organization for 

our e昀昀orts in community relations. I am 
proud to be selected as a member of the 

cohort where we can share ideas and learn 

from others,” said Scott Heggelke, chief of 
police. 

The 2023 trial cohort set the stage a 
launch of the full network in the second 

half of 2023. Its members o昀昀er feedback, 
organize events in their local communities, 
and receive support through webinars, 

networking, and training. Cohort 

members were invite-only and provide a 
cross-section of agency size and types, 
geographies, demographics, census sizes, 

experiences, and more. 

“For the past several years, we’ve seen 
signi昀椀cant strains on the relationship 
between law enforcement and 

communities,” said Rev. Markel Hutchins, 
president & CEO of MovementForward, 
Inc. “The members of this cohort are 
exemplary in engaging their residents and 

will provide key insight into the building 
and professionalizing of the 昀椀eld of 
community engagement.” 

MovementForward, Inc. is a modern, 
inclusive social change organization 
working to protect, promote and 

advance the civil and human rights 
of all people. It organizes activities 
focused on reconciliation and bridge 

building including National Faith & Blue 
Weekend and the Professionalizing 

Law Enforcement Training Conference. 
Visit MovementForward, Inc at www.

movementforward.org or follow us on 

Twitter at @MovementFWD.

The Skaneateles Police Department has 
exempli昀椀ed MovementForward. They 

worked with the pastors of churches in 

Skaneateles to meet after services with 
the congregation to have co昀昀ee with a 
cop and mingle. The Blue Water Grill also 
hosted a co昀昀ee with a cop event as an 
initiative to build trust and relationships 
in the community - and with our visitors 
to Skaneateles. The police department 
has also partnered in coordination with 

Adam and Kim Wietzman to have ‘co昀昀ee 
from a cop” - where they helped the wait 
sta昀昀 serve co昀昀ee. Tops and Cops care’ is 
another example of greeting customers, 

and members of the department can also 

be seen joining students to cheer at a 

school pep rally.

© Best Version Media



W E L L N E S S  T I P S  W I T H  D R .  R E B E C C A

a
s we pass 
through 
these 

months, it can 
be helpful to 
orient ourselves 
to the rhythm of 
nature. During 
the summer, 
with the natural 

world living and growing, some of us feel 
more energetic and active. As the fall often 
begins with a sprint in early September for 
“back to school”, some of us feel burned 
out before we make it to October.

If you’re feeling run down, don’t panic. 
We can spin the perspective here, and 
consider autumn a reminder to slow down 
and prepare for a marathon of colder 
weather, dimmer days. Our bodies almost 
instinctively want to slow down during the 
early fall, even if it’s still warm outside by 

early September. Slowing includes adding 
intention to our days, saving energy for 
the important stuff, and planning ahead 
a bit more. Could we make one grocery 
run per week instead of several; does meal 
planning to save time during the week 
make sense? Your body wants to prioritize 
rest during these 昀椀rst weeks: it knows 
it has months ahead with less sun and 
ambient energy.

That being said, exercise is your friend. 
Walking, jogging, or doing anything 
aerobic that you love can be perfect this 
time of year. Weight lifting and resistance 
training is one of the most well-studied 
and most bene昀椀cial forms of exercise 
we can engage with for healthy aging, 
immune support, and more energy. Find 
activities that zap your mood or make you 
tired, and try to scale back or shift how 
they’re done. 

When I was a little girl, I recall seeking 
comfort in the early fall from my parents 
each year. It was almost as though I knew 
a lot was going on and couldn’t express it. 
I needed to hear from them that we would 
all be okay with the busy-ness and the 
darker days; that summer would arrive 
again next year.

Taking notice of the autumn and cooler 
temperatures allows us to demonstrate 
reverence for ourselves and the natural 
world, but I think it can also generate 
more compassion as we connect with 
others in the community. Slowing down 
and sipping a warm beverage is not only 
what our bodies want to do right now, but 
they give us perspective and allow space, 
and grace to be more easily offered to 
others. Go easy on yourself. Go easy on 
your neighbors. Bundle up, and enjoy.

BY D R .  R E B EC C A A L E X A N D E R  C A R E Y,  P T,  D P T,  E RY T/ YAC E P

the gift of autumn’s pace

As a physical therapist, yoga teacher, and lifelong student of meditation and yoga, Dr. Rebecca Alexander Carey is passionate  
about guiding others on their pathway toward wellness and healing. She has instructed yoga and meditation since 2014, and has 

taught programs locally with Upstate Medical University, Syracuse University, Syracuse Parks Department, Crouse Hospital,  
and several other local sites. She has been featured in 55Plus, Syracuse.com, Syracuse Woman magazine, and in 2020 was named  

a CNY Business Journal 40 under 40 honoree. Dr. Rebecca is the owner/founder of Terra Physical Therapy and Wellness.  
She offers specialty yoga classes and yoga-based rehabilitation. For more information visit www.terraphysicaltherapy.com.
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CALL US NOW!
315-802-1535

Email: contact@misticovalue.com

SYRACUSE 
HEATING & 
COOLING

syracuseheatingcooling.com

Fast Repair • Open 24/7

Servicing air conditioners, heat pumps,  
furnaces, boilers & much more!

O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

L
ately, summer has been 

winding down and making way 

for fall to begin. Katydids are 
becoming quieter and slower with 

their nighttime songs, the air is cooler, 

and leaves are even beginning to 
change to 昀氀aming colors of red, 
orange, and yellow. Fall is also a time 
of change for us humans as kids 

return to school, we put on cozy 昀氀annels, and we think about 
fall traditions like apple picking or trips to see the fall foliage 

in the mountains. For those of us who love the fall, it is an 
exciting time to have new places to explore.

Here at Baltimore Woods, there will be a great new 
opportunity to take in autumnal changes starting next week. 

Close to two miles of new, beautiful trails will be o昀케cially 
open to the public, with updated trail maps available to guide 
your adventure. The trails meander through and around a 
variety of habitats including meadows, an abandoned quarry, 
and forest edges.

As you begin your early October journey on the Meadow 
and Bluebird Trails, you’ll be greeted with a huge 昀椀eld of 
bright yellow goldenrod. Look closely at the 昀氀owers and you 
might discover bustling communities of insects and spiders. 
These 昀氀owers are a sure sign of early fall, providing a crucial 
food source for pollinators like butter昀氀ies, bees, wasps, 
and beetles. Watch your step as grasshoppers, locusts, 

and leafhoppers spring ahead of you in all directions. Tiny 
gardens of pu昀昀balls dot the trails, soaking up moisture from 
the late summer rain.

Reaching the other side of the 昀椀eld, you’ll be presented with 
two options (and of course, you might do both!) You could 
continue into the Schoolhouse Field, where children played 

back in the 1800s and more fall wild昀氀owers abound. Or 
you could follow the yellow and black pickaxe and shovel 
trail markers to hike around a huge abandoned quarry. This 
Rim Trail provides opportunities for stunning views, and it’s 
a great place to look for migrating birds like warblers and 

sparrows among the shrubs and forest edge habitat. As you 

pause to enjoy the landscape, you might take a deep breath 

of the crisp, cool air. Listen to the crickets and take in the 

peacefulness of your surroundings as you inhale, and release 

any stress you may be feeling as you exhale.

We hope that these four new trails will bring years of joy to 

adventurers at Baltimore Woods. They are the result of many 
hours of dedicated work thanks to our stewardship sta昀昀 and 
volunteers. This fall is just the beginning for the trails, and we 
can’t wait to hear stories of what you 昀椀nd as you explore them 
throughout the seasons.

BY A N N A S T U N K E L ,  E N V I R O N M E N TA L E D U C ATO R ,  BA LT I M O R E  WO O D S  N AT U R E  C E N T E R

NEW BEGINNINGS ON THE TRAILS

© Best Version Media
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MEET THE 

HINNA FAMILY
A Family of Charitable Hearts!

BY B R I T TA N I  R O G E R S ,  P H OTO S  BY N I K K I  K E ATO R  P H OTO G R A P H Y
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W
inston Churchill once said, 

“We make a living by what 

we get, but we make a life by 

what we give.” The Hinna family have 

exempli昀椀ed what it means to live a life 
with charitable hearts. In 2019, Meghan 

and Rob Hinna made the decision to 

reside in the hamlet of Mottville with 

their two children Robbie and Alice. 

They nestled near Meghan’s parents in 

Skaneateles where they spend much of 

their time when not working or being of 

service to the community.

The children love to help at the 

Mottville 昀椀re station. Robbie especially 
enjoys being assigned to toast duty 

at the pancake breakfast fundraisers. 

Robbie plays hockey, golf and 

participates in Brazilian jujitsu while 

Alice does hippotherapy (occupational 

therapy horseback riding), swimming, 

ballet, and tap dancing. She loves dogs 

and one of her favorite activities is 

dog-sitting. Robbie and Alice want to be 

volunteer 昀椀re昀椀ghters when they grow 
up, just like their dad.

Meghan and Rob’s story started in the 

realm of aviation. He was a pilot, and 

she was a 昀氀ight attendant. One of their 
favorite memories together is when 

they joined on an overnight stay in 

Honolulu, Hawaii. One can say that their 

hearts were soaring high from the very 

start.

Rob grew up in Las Vegas and comes 

from an aviation family. He had always 

aspired to be a pilot since the age 

of 昀椀ve. He spends his workdays as a 
pilot for FedEx and as a 昀椀re inspector. 
Rob’s father was a baggage handler for 

Southwest Airlines. His uncle used to 

work on the ramp for Southwest Airlines 

and his aunt was a 昀氀ight attendant. The 
city school he went to had fostered 

a magnet program for aviation and 

the pathway to the sky was made. He 

started his training in high school and 

received his private pilot's license at 

that time. Rob attended Embry Riddle 

Aeronautical University for further 

education. Following his education 

with Embry Riddle Aeronautical, Rob 

obtained he his 昀椀rst commercial airline 
job at Chatauqua Airlines. This is where 

he would meet Meghan and begin a new 

chapter in what would be a beautiful 

life in Skaneateles. She was the 昀氀ight 
attendant of his heart, and they spent 

much of their time 昀氀ying together as 
they were both based in Buffalo.

Continued on page 10

24/7

EMERGENCY

SERVICE!

Call today to schedule an appointment!

(315) 677-5552 • (315) 952-4214
Hours: M-F: 8AM–5PM, Saturday: 8AM–12PM

WATER WELL DRILLING • PUMPS 
TANKS • WATER LINES

Also, a complete line of water treatments including: 
WATER SOFTENER, IRON REMOVAL, BACTERIA REMOVAL, 

WATER STORAGE SYSTEMS, WATER TESTING, CHEMICALLY FREE 
SOFTENING, FLOW TESTING and EXCAVATION SERVICES

© Best Version Media
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Discover the Joy 
of a Clean Home!

We bring cleanliness and organization to your home

315-506-2336
reneesreadymaids.com

315-626-2244  Fax: 315-626-3255315-626-2244  Fax: 315-626-3255
11407 Southard Road, Cato11407 Southard Road, Cato • Hours: M-F 8:00am-4:30pm • Hours: M-F 8:00am-4:30pm

Submit your request for a quote online at rlsstructures.com Submit your request for a quote online at rlsstructures.com 

www.rlsstructures.comwww.rlsstructures.com

GARAGES • METAL ROOFINGGARAGES • METAL ROOFING

COMMERCIAL STRUCTURESCOMMERCIAL STRUCTURES

PREMIUM PAINTED SIDINGPREMIUM PAINTED SIDING

Call 
for your

FREE
estimate!

30
years

1993-2023

Rob also volunteers as a 昀椀re昀椀ghter with 
the Mottville Fire Company. The Mottville 

Fire Company aids the community in 

昀椀re disasters, medical emergencies, and 
any other disaster that may threaten the 

public’s welfare.

Meghan works at the village of昀椀ce and 
at Sky Yoga which offers traditional and 

beginner yoga lessons. She has a passion 

for health and wellness while she also 

fosters a heart for the children of the 

community. Meghan is on the Vincent 

House Guild that is a group of volunteers 

that plans an annual gala to fund summer 

programming for children. This funding 

helps the children that attend the Vincent 

House in Syracuse. The Skaneateles 

Vincent House Guild is a group of 

volunteers with a heart for children in 

need. Every year, as a committee, they 

raise money to support the Vincent 

House Neighborhood Center in the 

city of Syracuse. This center offers 

a safe place for children after school 

and during the summer months when 

school is not in session. Megan also 

enjoys spending time with friends and 

family when not serving the children 

of the community. Meghan’s father 

and husband are the family chefs and 

have a long running family group text 

to communicate with each other every 

day. The decision on whose house they 

are having dinner at highlights the 

conversation each day. 

One can see that the Hinna family are 

grateful for the home they’ve found in 

Skaneateles. Their service to others 

harnesses the power of community 

and what it means to comfort and 

protect those in a vulnerable state. 

The essence of giving begets more 

giving. In this, a more sustainable 

community is built that can withstand 

hardship and become attentive to 

what matters most. May the words of 

Churchill remind us of all that the way 

we live our lives is not made by what 

we get, but what we give. Thank you to 

the Hinna family for what you give to 

the community of Skaneateles.

Continued from page 9
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R E C I P E  T O  S A V O R

Deb’s Chow Chow
BY B R I T TA N I  R O G E R S

INGREDIENTS

1 cup navy beans
2 cups dried kidney beans
2 cups string beans
1 cup yellow wax beans

2 cups cauli昀氀ower
2 cups chopped celery
2 cups red and green pepper
2 cups sliced carrots
2 cups fresh corn kernels

2 cups tiny white onions
2 cups chopped cabbage
2 cups chopped sweet cherkins
5 cups sugar

2 ½ cups cider vinegar            
1 ½ cups water
2 t. mustard seed
1 t. celery seed

1 t. turmeric

DIRECTIONS

Cook all vegetables separately, then mix. Put in jars and cold pack. 
10-15 minutes.

Specializing in  
  •  New Construction  

Site Work
  • Septic Systems
  • Drainage
  • Stone Driveways

(585) 721-6316

WALCZAK 
EXCAVATING

The Greek word Athenaeum means: a repository of knowledge.  

Our Athenaeum is the home of our residents who each have their own 

experiences and wisdom to share. The Athenaeum of Skaneateles is an 

intimate Peregrine Senior Living community o昀昀ering individualized care 
for your loved one. Known a昀昀ectionately in the community as the “big 
yellow building up the hill,” The Athenaeum was once a large mansion 
that has been converted into a licensed adult home with single rooms, 

giving our building a homey feel and a comfortable atmosphere.

150 GENESEE STREET • SK ANEATELES, NY 13152 • (315) 685-14 00

at THE ATHENAEUM

THE Athenaeum  
OF SKANEATELES SENIOR LIVING

SERVING THE SKANEATELES AREA

315-877-6945

 WASHING  HOUSE WASHING  • ANING ROOF CLEANING 
RCIAL CLEANING COMMERCIAL CLEANING 

AVER RESTORATION PAVER RESTORATION 
R & WINDOW CLEANINGGUTTER & WINDOW CLEANING

Y CNY Power Washing

Make your property look brand new again!Make your property look brand new again!

Summer is departing us and what better way to use the last of the summer 

veggies from your garden than to make this delicious relish! This relish 

can be used as a condiment to be paired with any dish. Pair with omelets, 

burgers, mix with egg salad, deviled eggs, salmon and more!

© Best Version Media
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O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Ithaca, New York

www.tradedesignbuild.com

607.383.0557

WE ARE VISIONARY DESIGNERS, 
and have a licensed, full-service 

architecture �rm offering feasibility 
studies and project planning, 

conceptual design, code analysis, 
stamped construction drawings,  

and interior design.

Trade Design Build creates  
ONE-OF-A-KIND CUSTOM 

FURNITURE PIECES and unique 
woodwork, including reception 

desks, built-ins, and high-end custom 
cabinets, setting our projects apart.

CONTEMPORARY DESIGN,

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

ReW�d�g:

R
eWilding 

is the 

process 

of turning 

lawns, 

farm 昀椀elds, 
streambanks, 

and gardens 

into functional, 

beautiful, vibrant eco-systems by 

replacing invasive and non-native trees, 

bushes and plants of all types, including 

turf grass, with native perennial plants 

that have been here since the last ice 

age, but were nearly driven to extinction 

by agriculture, and sprawling urban and 

suburban development.

The typical American lawn or farm 昀椀eld 
is the food equivalent of an interstate 

truck stop for most self-respecting 

insects and birds. Take a look at the 

average lawn and think about it. If you 

are a pollinator insect 昀氀ying around 

looking for something to eat, a vast 

expanse of tightly clipped turf grass 

is worse than trying to do the weekly 

grocery shopping at Kwik Fill.

Natives, on the other hand, offer 

an abundance of food, nesting, and 

breeding sites to declining numbers of 

bugs, birds and butter昀氀ies. But it doesn’t 
stop there. Our region’s native plants 

have co-evolved with insects and other 

wildlife since the glaciers receded. If we 

want to put down resilient plants that 

can deal with rising temperatures and 

more extreme rainfall, we should go with 

candidates that have withstood the test 

of time.

And there is more! Perennials protect 

water quality by covering and holding 

soil from washing into ditches, creeks 

and our lake. Their deep roots, often 

many feet deep after several years, 

create millions of tiny vertical drains 

for water to go down and in昀椀ltrate, 

what is it? why do we care?

BY JA N I C E  W I L E S ,  OW N E R  G O  N AT I V E !  P E R E N N I A L S / D O C E  LU M E  FA R M
P H OTO S  BY J .  W I L E S ,  V.  M E Y E R ,  J .  B O L S T E R

Seeding the meadow, June 2021

 A mix of small to mature plants, and some seed

© Best Version Media
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(315) 720-6665
R O O F I N G  A N D  S I D I N G

as opposed to 昀氀owing across the land, 
picking up dog poop, fertilizer, dirt, or 

whatever else is lying around before 

depositing it all into a stream that 

ultimately feeds into the Lake. It really is 

true, native plants do what nothing else 

can! Including leaving you with a lot less 

lawn to mow.

In this issue we want to show our 

neighbors within the Skaneateles 

watershed photos of land undergoing 

ReWilding. It’s a process that requires 

preparation and diligence at 昀椀rst until 
mother nature does “her thing”. Instead 

of nature we let nature have a say, with 

some support to favor competition by 

native plants. It’s a win-win for all. Here 

goes. In 2021 SUNY ESF Restoration 

Science Center taught us and others 

how to make a 40' x 50' meadow on what 

was a tarped area. The tarping kills off 

the plants that have germinated. Since 

there are thousands of seeds (wanted and 

unwanted) in the soil we need to try and 

exhaust the seed bank by getting as many 

of the seeds to germinate as possible 

and then killing those plants with tarps. 

Just one tarping doesn’t do the trick. We 

tarped, removed the tarp to allow plant 

growth, tarped again, removed the tarp 

for plant growth again, then tarped again 

before we removed the tarp to put on 

meadow seed. You can see a lot of photos 

of that day in their “Converting Lawn 

to Meadows” landowners pocket guide 

(found on their website).

This yard is ready for a garden party!

Since we started this work in 2020 

interest in ReWilding has been 

growing steadily. For me it’s not 

only for all the reasons mentioned 

above – it’s also for quality and 

love of life. I think of my adult 

children and their kids. Waking 

up in the morning early, grabbing 

a cup of coffee and taking a young 

one out to meander through the 

meadow walk – surrounded by pretty 

昀氀owers, majestic plants, 昀氀uttering 
butter昀氀ies, and the birds loving them too. 
We are trying all methods of preparing 

areas to increase the likelihood of project 

success. If you have an area that you’d 

like to rewild please get in touch so 

we can help you bring a 21 st century 

landscape to your world as well.

A 昀椀repit garden planted in Summer 2022

The meadow is 昀椀lling in and attracting insects,  
like this Monarch butter昀氀y

Summer 2023 昀椀repit garden
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Pet Corner

Sophie the Greeter Dog
BY H E AT H E R  B R U N O,  P H OTO S  BY DAV E  M I L L E R

A
lmost every day, Sophie and her Dad Dave Miller leave their Hannum 
street home and stop 昀椀rst in Clift Park (across from the Sherwood Inn) 
with the goal of welcoming visitors to our special little Village. Our 

mission is to greet people and be sure that they are made to feel welcome and 

answer any questions they may have. We are amazed as to how many countries, 
far away cities and states are represented as folks seem to have heard that 
Skaneateles is a great place to visit.

We are also impressed, as we travel down E. Genesee greeting shoppers, that 
there are many frequent visitors. When asked what brings them back so often, 
the answers range from “the shops, the character of the Village, 
Doug’s Fish Fry, The Sherwood Inn, 
and the friendly people” among other 

reasons, including those who have 
family here.

Sophie is also a promoter dog.  

After she greets a visitor, she will 
suggest (using her dad to translate) 
that folks should take a ride on the 

Judge Ben Wiles and/or go the 
Creamery Museum and “tell them 
Sophie sent me”.

These photos show Sophie in action in 
the park and downtown and there are 

those visitors who are starting to say  
“I remember Sophie from our last visit”. 
That is a good thing. Stop us if you see 
us and say hello!

SMITH SMART AV ENTERTAINMENT

7413 Surbrook Road, Baldwinsville, NY
EMAIL: smithsmartav@gmail.com  •  PHONE: 315-706-4799 smithsmartav.com

OUTDOOR AUDIO & LIGHTING

Outdoor audio & lighting systems will 

enhance your outdoor space with the 

best of sound and illumination.

SMART HOMES

Turn your ordinary home into 

a smart home.

SECURITY SYSTEMS

Protect your home with a wired or 

wireless security system.

HOME THEATERS

We’ll turn any room into a 

home theater.

© Best Version Media
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GlassDoctor.com/Syracuse-NY

315-239-4596

GlassDoctor.com/Watertown-NY

315-846-2500
Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2022 Glass Door SPV LLC. All Rights Reserved.

WE’LL FIX YOUR PANES...
AND MUCH MORE!

GLASS DOCTOR
Please present at time of estimate. 

Not valid with other offers or prior services. 

Expires 12/30/23.

Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$25 OFF
Any Mobile 

Service
GLASS DOCTOR

Please present at time of estimate. 

Not valid with other offers or prior services. 

Expires 12/30/23.

Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$50 OFF
Any Service
of $500 or more

GLASS DOCTOR

$100 OFF
Please present at time of estimate. Not valid with other offers or prior services. Expires 12/30/23.

Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

Any Service
of $1,500 or more

Expires 12/30/24. Expires 12/30/24.

Expires 12/30/24.

Lisa Adornato
PSYCHIC MEDIUM

Psychic • Medium

Psychic Investigator

Empath

Reiki Practitioner

CALL ME TO SCHEDULE A READING!

315-400-9131 or

 LISAADORNATO@GMAIL.COM

315-689-3288
www.cayugatreeservices.com

cturo@cayugatreeservices.com • csandstrom@cayugatreeservices.com

A. Christopher Sandstrom
Certi�ed Arborist

“Top quality tree care specialists. Your trees, our passion!”

5900 Bridge Street

East Syracuse, NY 13057

(315) 446-6475

7932 Oswego Road

Liverpool, NY 13090

(315) 622-2739
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This Craftsman 2-story home offers an 

open and spacious floor plan. 3,450 +/- 

square feet of finished living space, a total 

of 4/5 bedrooms, 2-1/2 bathrooms, and a 

large front sitting porch perfect to enjoy 

the outdoors. At an added cost, a finished 

basement, and bonus room could add an 

extra 1,685 square feet of living space. Also 

at an added cost, the plan could be modified 

to accommodate a 3-car garage.

This Cape Cod house plan has a large first 

floor master bedroom with a flowing open 

floor plan. 3,200 +/- square feet of finished 

living space, a total of 4 bedrooms, 2-1/2 

bathrooms, a 3-car garage, and still leaving 

space in the backyard for a pool if desired. At 

an added cost, a finished basement could add 

an extra 1,757 square feet of living space.

Trillium Homes Inc. is now offering (2) new house plans for any home 

buyers to choose from. The building site is located at 3551 Millrun Terrace, 

Skaneateles, NY, in the well established neighborhood of Windward Estates. 

This .89 acre lot is only a 1/2 mile to the village, is on public water,  

and is one of the last building lots left in the neighborhood.  

Don’t miss your opportunity to own a beautiful home in a great setting.

Pick Your Plan!

Craftsman

Cape Cod

Proudly built by trillium homes inc.

Owner and Builder: Christopher Graham

Email: TrilliumHomesNY@verizon.net

Web: TrilliumHomesNY.com

Phone: 315-345-2227  Instagram: TrilliumHomesNY
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S P O R T S  S E C T I O N

Skaneateles, New York  |  rob@bysnetwork.com

www.backyardbrandsolutions.com

Grow your business,  
promote your team, and  

tell your story through the 
power of branded merchandise  

and custom apparel. 

Fall sports are in full swing at Skaneateles High School, with the boys soccer teams recently taking on  
Fayetteville-Manlius. JV goalkeeper PADDY REILLY is pictured making a diving save, while Varsity defender  

ZACH CERIMELI battles for the ball against the visiting Hornets.

Fall Sports at  
Skaneateles High School

BY E VA N  W H I T N E Y,  P H OTO S  BY E VA N  W H I T N E Y

TRUCKING     EXCAVATION     DUMPSTERS     SEPTIC SYSTEMS     WATERFRONT RETAINING WALLS

LICENSED, INSURED CONTRACTORS
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RB landscaping is a locally owned and operated 
company who takes pride in every job big or small. 

RB Landscaping’s primary mission is 100% customer 
satisfaction and service and we will go above and 

beyond to attain our mission and standard we set forth.
Robbie Barnes, Owner

RB LandscapingRB Landscaping

16 Cady Street, Auburn, NY 1302116 Cady Street, Auburn, NY 13021

(315) 283-5532(315) 283-5532
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Nature Photo of the Month: The Plight of the Monarch

O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

BY N I K K I  K E ATO R ,  N I K K I ' S  P H OTO G R A P H Y

Nikki Keator

1216 Richard Road

Skaneateles, NY 13152

(607) 437-9965

nkeatorsphotography@gmail.com

WWW.NIKKISPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

McNally Construction
24 Hour Emergency Service

315-420-9939
4215 Highland Avenue, Skaneateles, NY 13152

Why the McNally & Co. Team?
Our team sees our clients as partners to ensure the project is 

exactly what was in mind. If you can dream it, we can build it!

G
rowing up, I saw monarch 

caterpillars and butter昀氀ies all 
the time and everywhere. In the 

last 5-10 years, they have become rare 
and numbers are quickly declining due 

to loss of habitat. This one was seen at 
Baltimore Woods Nature Center. I was 

able to get some photos after a day of 

being a counselor at the Nature Day 

Camp. The adult butter昀氀ies use only 
milkweed plants to lay their eggs and 

the caterpillars only eat these plants. 

The loss of these plants has impacted 
the numbers. I have allowed whatever 
milkweed plants that have grown 
naturally in my yard to continue to 

grow and stay. Every little bit helps to 
save these beautiful creatures. 

Replace Drafty Basement
Windows, Let The Light Shine In,

Keep Out Bugs & Moisture

315-935-5733

$1048 Installed*
4-32x14 Glass Block Windows

$1448 Installed*
4-36x24 Glass Block Windows

*3 Window Minimum
vanguardglassblocks.com
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Neighbors of Skaneateles is pleased to announce your future events, special occasions, and opportunities to gather.  

Email brittanirogers@bestversionmedia.com to be published in our Calendar of Events.

OCTOBER 1

ADULT ART CLASS:  

WATERCOLOR TECHNIQUES  

AT THE SCHWEINFURTH

Schweinfurth Art Center  

205 Genesee St., Auburn
1-3pm

OCTOBER 3

ADULT ART CLASS:  

AFTERNOON FALL WHEEL 

THROWING WITH ALAINA HALL

Schweinfurth Art Center  

205 Genesee St., Auburn
2-4:30pm

OCTOBER 5 & 12

SKANEATELES FARMERS’ MARKET

Austin Park Pavilion
9:30am-12:30pm

OCTOBER 5

FOREST THERAPY WALK WITH 

BALTIMORE WOODS

Baltimore Woods Nature Center

10am-12:30pm

OCTOBER 26

LIVE MUSIC:  

THE DAN PUGH TRIO AT  

ANYELA’S VINEYARDS

3pm

The 31st edition of Dickens Christmas in 
Skaneateles opens at noon, Nov. 29, with 
the World’s Smallest Christmas Parade. 

Charles Dickens and his entourage will 

meander down Fennell Street to Jordan 
Street to Genesee Street, ending on the 

porch of the Hannum House. Dickens 
Christmas continues every Saturday and 
Sunday, noon to 4pm, through Dec. 22, 
with an abbreviated production (noon 
to 2:30pm) Christmas Eve. Merriment 
for the whole family: trunk shows, sing-
alongs, musical and other entertainment, 

hot roasted chestnuts, and appearances 

by such beloved characters as Charles 
Dickens, Queen Victoria, Scrooge, Jacob 
Marley and Father Christmas. Produced by 
Scarlett Rat Entertainment and presented 
by the Skaneateles Area Chamber of 

Commerce Foundation. 
More information: (315) 685-0552, 
skaneateles.com.

~  Sandi Mulconry 
Principal, Group M Communications

(315) 434-WOOD (9663)
www.KostersWoodFloorStore.com

Visit Our Showroom At

2027 Teall Ave., Syracuse

C a l e n d a r  of   E v e n t s

October ’24 dickens christmas

Be�er Call Hall

LINDA HALL 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

7650 Highbridge Road 
Manlius, NY 13104 

c: 315-802-9238  

linda.hall@huntrealestate.com 

HAVE YOU SCHEDULED YOUR

FALL CLEANUP?
CALL TODAY TO BOOK!

(315) 283-1661 • mcginnpropertyservices.com
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N e i g h b o r s  O f

@REALESTATE_ROMY_SKANEATELES

Romy J. Callahan 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Howard Hanna, Skaneateles Office
Consistently a top producer since 1995

Cell: 315-729-3820
Office: 315-685-0111 Ext. 321

romycallahan@howardhanna.com 

Join me and other SECC families for a fun evening to benefit this much-needed childcare resource in our
community! SECC was invaluable to my family when my children were young and I was beginning to build

my career. Come meet new community members and celebrate the autumn season!

SKANEATELES EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTER’S

Autumn Social
Saturday, October 19th

5PM-8PM

Hartlot Happening
639 Hartlot Road | Elbridge, NY

JO
IN

 U
S F

OR A NIGHT OF FUN TO BENEFIT  

For more Info & 
to buy Tickets:

live music by 

the rounds

Heavy appetizers by scratch 

Farmhouse catering

Silent

Auction

Romy J.            Callahan
R e a l  E s t a t e
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